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' Hurst Romans FC has more than 120 playing members
# | %! # &

from Under-15'’s right down to Under-6’s.

During the latter part of 2007 we obtained a planning

( $ # )+ consent to enable the Club and our community to train
and play football in the heart of the village in Hinton

( #!) $, #- Road.

) . You can view the details of the approved application on
As our Club grows ever larger with more teams (10 the Council's website — www.wokingham.qov.uk —

and counting) and new recruits at all ages, we are the reference number is
faced with more responsibility as a Club.

Together with a Clubhouse, Wé will be able to provide

We need to ensure that we deliver the right and the platform for our fledgling club to grow in line with its
relevant structure for the children to be able to play phenomenal popularity locally.
safely and enjoy themselves, training (for Managers as The current site looks like this..........

well as children) and equipment to ensure that the Club

thrives.
continued on page 4

] The Hinton Road development for the Club’s future
@ Manager’s Team Reports
@  Key diary dates for 2008
See Page 4 to find out how the proposed field site could look
@  Football Wordsearch with our own pitch.
@  Charter Status Update Fund Raising
We have formed a Fundraising Committee which will
@& Kit information now begin the enormous task of finding the funds to
make the plans a reality. We are looking for local
@  Code of Conduct Change people and local companies to support the project with
pledges, donations, and sponsorships or even help
Keep up to date with our fantastic Website with developing the site.
We need £40,000 to complete Phase One which would
Boot Swap support the next two years' development and enable

the field to be used for training with a safe access and
"off-road" parking area for all.

continued on page 3
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And so it was.....Woodley Saints loss was our gain. They
folded a team and we have gained so much on the eve of
the start of the season.

We had two pre-season friendlies and three new recruits in.
Suddenly we stopped leaking goals. A 2-2 draw at Twyford
Comets in the annual “derby friendly” was a big
improvement. What would the season hold?

Against Bracknell Cavs we led 1-0 only to lose 1-3 but
outplayed them at times. These were one of the top sides in
the league! We then went to Reeves 1% team, had four shots
and scored three, defended the whole game and won 3-2.
To say | was over the moon was an understatement. Next at
Whitegrove, a 2-1 win....3 games in and 6 points. Anyone
who has been involved with HRFC will know what my squad
has been through over the years. Already this was becoming
our most successful season ever.

A narrow 1-0 reverse against Dynamos was then followed by
the biggest win in our short history, 10-3 over Ascot Utd.
Rangers. Not only the biggest win, my squad had never
scored more than 4 in a match and no-one had ever scored
a hat-trick. Well done Oli! Narrow defeats against teams in
the division supposedly stronger than us followed but a
goalless draw at Burghfield and a 4-0 win over old rivals
Reeves 2™ team has left us in a good position at the new
year.

The new lads have added much to the team. Myles, David &
Kurt (the acquisitions from Saints) is probably the main
difference. They have formed a strong defence with Ross
and been consistent throughout. Fozzie, Greg, Oisin, Daniel,
Alex, Nathan, Ben and Sam have all played in a strong
midfield which has produced at times some excellent
passing football. Up front, Oli, Taylor, Elliott, Chris, Nick and
Jono have performed well and now Charlie has recently
shown he has a shot in him too. We have the chance now to
stop losing by the odd goal and reverse those results against
the teams above us.

It would be fantastic to keep this team together for next
season as | believe there is more to come. There will be club
signing on forms will be coming soon to tie you up for what
will be our best ever season! The commitment from you all to
training and matches has been great, long may that
continue. We will be looking at other venues for next winter
as | am not happy that we are getting value for money at
Woodford Park.

Soon it will be tournament time again and where possible |
will take 2 squads of 8 so as many of you get to play and the
club and sponsor get maximum exposure in the summer.

| would also like to take this opportunity to thank all the
parents for their commitment and assistance throughout.
Nick, for your excellent work running the line for us, we are
very grateful for your help. Special mention and thanks to
Jeff for assisting us at training.
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Seven boys who had played "up a year" the
previous season got together at the start of the
Summer tournaments and with myself and our
extremely supportive parents formed a new
team.

After an aggressive recruitment campaign from
my son Harrison we started our first year in the
East Berks League with a raw but keen bunch
of twelve young teenagers from the Forest and
Piggott Schools.

After two pre-season friendlies we found our
formation, another player and eleven league
matches on are exactly halfway through the
season and at the time of writing this report sit
proudly at the top of our League of twelve teams!

Remarkably, this is despite playing sides who
have been together for five, six or in some cases
seven years!

Words like "Promotion" and "Champions" are
banned in our squad, but they are realistic
targets provided we continue to train and
improve our attitude,

teamwork and understanding of the

laws. We have a squad of sixteen players now
and there is healthy competition for places which
helps eradicate complacency on the field.

Two memorable moments stand out this season,
the first being three- nil down in eleven minutes
second game of the season. Eat your heart out
David Beckham we score not one but two

goals from the halfway line and win five- four in
a match we could have charged admission for!
But the best was at our teams Christmas "get
together" when the hot favourite in the family quiz
David "Stats" Shapland loses the tie breaker
"winner takes all" question to a thirteen year old,
priceless.........

Great team, Great Parents, Great Fun!

Tim Drake "The Mighty" Under 14s.

P.S. For the record, Most Goals- Jake, Most "Key
Contribution" Awards- Ashley and Max, Most

Goal Assists- Jake, Most Improved- Jesse and
Harry.

T
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We know it sounds a little trite for us to remind you to look
after your kit but........... did you know that the Club’s

Sponsor — CV Freight — provided over £2000 worth of kit and
training equipment for our players this season alone.

The value of a complete kit set (shirt, shorts, socks & fleece)
is over £50 and we need you to help us look after it. Where
we can we like to ‘rotate’ kit that is still in good condition by
passing it either downwards to the new young teams
(UBs/U7s) or sideways to new recruits.

So — please wash all shirts inside out and try to remember
NOT to tumble dry them or worse........... iron them!

Obviously if you need a larger shirt or a new pair of socks
for example, then the Club will provide those for you. Please
speak to your Manager who will then pass that information
on to the relevant Committee member.

In the meantime if all fleeces could be named so that the
chances of being lost are minimised, we would be most
grateful.
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PARTY IN THE PARK
SATURDAY 5™ JuLY 2008
Book the date in your diary for our annual night of music, fine
company, fine food and dubious dancing. Bring your own
food, drink from our bar and put your dancing shoes/wellies
in your car-......... whether a small group of you or a marquee
for 20 — it's a fab night out. Adults only.

Tickets go on sale during May @ £15.

72 .
PARTY IN THE PARK CLEAR UP!!
SUNDAY 6™ JULY WHEN YOUR HEAD HAS CLEARED
We will need lots of hands to help pick up rubbish and clear
things away on the morning after please. If your head feels a
bit sore this will be a great way to clear it — we really do
appreciate all the helpers we can get.

1 25(

Scout Hut

SunpAy 13™ JuLy 2008

Come and join us for an overview of how the Club has
developed over the season, including the plans for Hinton
Road (see opposite) and the Managers’ updates on how the
teams have done. Join us for a family barbeque afterwards
— everyone welcome.

continued from page 1

How the proposed site might look:

Contact Us

To find out how you could help with this fantastic
project, enquire about our sponsorship opportunities or
just ask a question, please contact us by email at
tim.drake@hurstfc.org.uk  or call Tim Drake on
07842 117049 or talk to one of our Fundraising
Committee for more information: Andrew Hearne,
Brendan Crawford, Darren Briggs and Greg Neall.

BREAKING NEWS!

At the first meeting of 2008 of the new Fundraising
OCommittee, Greg Neall, Chairman of Hurst
Football Club (the Seniors teams) announced that
Hurst FC will initially pledge £5,000 to the Hinton
Road Project and they had secured a further
£1,100 from Wokingham Borough Council.

Well done, and a sincere “Thank You” to Hurst FC.




Chairman’s statement continued.......

“I am delighted to be a part of this enormously fun and thriving club. | am particularly excited about the potential
Hinton Road development. Our Fundraisers now have the huge task of coming up with ideas to get us started. |
am sure that all of you will support the Club in trying to reach our fundraising goals. | want to take this opportunity
to say a big thankyou to all Managers for making the time to train and look after their teams — your commitment is
first class and greatly appreciated. Thanks also to those Managers who have given up even more of their
personal time to go on Club-sponsored training. Well done to all parents for turning out rain or shine — it's all
worth it! It's fantastic to see so many children turning out for Hurst Romans every week.

I'd love to hear from you if you have any views on the Club as it develops so please don't hesitate to contact me
at the following address: Jackie@cvfreight.com

In the meantime have a great summer season and | look forward to seeing you all again at the Summer AGM.”

Jackie Murphy Chair and Main Sponsor CV Freight

FOOTBALL - FOOTBALL POSITIONS

D X M Y X/l I J/VL R GG Y J|I Z Z|Y E
R R W|Y Y GQ X MV SIT R I|KIE/R Y X|I
A E K CAB T FE LR Y MV QWAW G X
W P I X B/B/'VW IING B A C K I X' V.W M
R E 2 Z R R B/.L MV R E P E E K L A/ O G
O E H C AOCA A I L E FIT W I NG E R|L
FW QWGGMJIVRV V B B Q I I B QX
E' S R E DL E I FD I MG N I D L O H M
D J Y|YRIR Q Q E J IR E.GIAIN A M I I
I QW Z G M zZ XIR EWR|G B R E E V|Y E
S Q R/ V/V|Z LGAKI CABTHG I R Y V
N 'L A/REDL E I FD I ML AR T N|/E C
Il VW M I R I GH TW|/I NG EIR L J Y V
E R E F/ ER F L A HEIR T N E CW M E
B X E R A W/ R O F R TIN E C Z Q R
Word List: find each word from the list below in th e table above
(just circle each word on the table and cross it off from your list)
GOALKEEPER - LEFT WINGER - WING BACK - INSIDE FORWARD
LEFT BACK - RIGHT WINGER - SWEEPER - COACH
RIGHT BACK - CENTRAL MIDFIELDER - HOLDING MIDFIELDER - MANAGER
CENTRE HALF - STRIKER - CENTRE FORWARD - REFEREE
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We have about 10 children who currently come
along to training. They’re very keen but sadly,
due to the weather, we haven't been able to do
much training lately -hopefully that will improve
soon. As most of them are very much beginners,
they're not in a league yet but hopefully they’ll be
ready to become a team by this September.

If anyone knows any U6'’s in the area who'd like
to join in, training is currently Wednesday
evenings at the Village/Park pitch from 3.45-
4.45pm.

Also, if anyone knows anyone who'd like to take
over coaching the U6’s, please ask them to
contact me on 0118 934 1113. I'd be very happy
to support them as manager/admin but come
September when they are ready to form a team
& join a league, these very keen children will
need a coach with more football knowledge &
experience than | have (which is zero!)

| appreciate that the current training time won'’t
work for most Dads but if someone is prepared to
take on the team, I'm sure the training time could
be changed to make it happen.

BIG THANKS TO JANE — OUR FIRST WOMAN
MANAGER!! Ed

((Sowami om oo\ (s e wer
EMP ALL THIS MED!A A TRAMSFER,

SPECULATION ABoUT ITS 4 REAL
TouR TRANSEEE T
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A mixed squad of eleven Under-11's and nine Under-
12's playing in the East Berks League - U-12 Division 3

Well, far be it from me to use football clichés but | have
to say that at the end of the day it's been a game of two
halves and having been sick as a parrot the lads have

shown loads of bottle and are now over the moon, Jim!

Our season started with us being given a sound
thrashing in a friendly and then being subjected to four
drubbings by Ascot, Binfield, Bracknell and
Crowthorne. Depressing or what?

Having sussed out that we needed to avoid playing
teams above us in the alphabet, we arranged a match
with Shurlock Rangers and suddenly our lads found
three amazing new things: Passing, Staying Onside,
and the back of the net!

Do you remember where you were at 12:15pm on
October 6th 2007? Well | do. East Park Farm, staring
our fifth consecutive defeat in the face.

We went two goals down with 20 minutes to go, then
suddenly it was a like a light bulb came on and the lads
started to play 11-a-side football for the first time.

Mitch capped the revival with a 15-minute hat-trick and
after a few frustrations at one end and a few heart
attacks at the other, the ref finally blew for full-time and
the champagne started to flow.

Unbelievably, the lads have not dropped a single point
in EIGHT league games since that day. Helped by
some great signings in the transfer window (no stories
of tapping up, please) and tremendous progress made
in awareness, vision and teamwork, the lads have
grown from a collection of little boys looking a bit lost
on those full-size pitches to a proper team of footballers
with an imaginative attacking style and a competitive
but fair-minded approach, who play for each other to
the best of their abilities every week.

We've already beaten a team that rang rings round us
in September AND had a comfortable victory over the
most feared team in the League (the otherwise
undefeated and aptly named "Apaches"!)

We have also won two Cup games, one friendly and
even beat the old men in the Lads v Dads match on
Boxing Day. Twelve straight wins and more to come,
we hope.

I need to thank Jim "Iron Man" Bentley for helping out
at training and Dave "The Flag" Shapland for his
expert linesmanship every week, and of course last
but not least Martin "Lay It Off* Rayner for all his
expert coaching, week in week out.

Appreciation is also due in great big heaps to all the
parents, guardians, grandparents, brothers, sisters
and pets who turn out every week to support the lads
and help out with everything from collecting subs to
taking down nets.

Above all | want to praise every boy in the squad for
all the effort, skill and energy that they have put into
this season's matches and training sessions. I'm
proud of them. They're a really great bunch of lads to
work with and apart from the odd exception (like Rob
"Motormouth" Crawford) they even pay attention
when Martin talks to them!

Good luck to all the other Hurst Romans squads for
the rest of the season, especially the Under-7's and
Under-6's whom I've had the privilege of coaching a
few times this winter.

www.HurstFC.org.uk

Keep up to date with developments in Hinton Road,
check the Club’s latest results, get directions to your
next fixture and find a new pair of boots. We've got
links to all the league tables and other clubs sites,
plus an interactive map showing all our pitches and
training grounds.

Not all teams have match reports, so if you feel like
being a sports journalist, why not write a review of
your team’s games?

Feel free to use the Contact form on the website to
let us know what you think about the Club, newsletter
or website.
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Due to the FA tightening its rules on various aspects of
all levels of football, it has become essential for the club
to apply for Charter Status. In fact, the East Berks Youth
League that we play in at 11 a side have stressed

that any club not having Charter Status need not apply.

What is Charter Status?

Charter Status basically is "proof" that we are a well run
club and that we provide a safe and secure environment
for the children to play the sport. There are many
aspects to this and much of it we are already up to the
level required. We have to have a constitution, regular
committee meetings, accurate accounts, a Child Welfare
officer (myself) and a Code of Conduct to name but a
few.

What needs to be done?

An important aspect is for as many of the club officials
i.e. coaches, referees and other volunteers to have a
CRB check done and the FA only accept these via their
own CRB unit. This is a logistical and time consuming
issue but will ensure that we maintain the safety of all
concerned.

Along with the FA Coaching Level 1 certificate that most
of our managers have, the CRB is probably the most
important aspect of Charter Status. There is a lot of
paperwork involved and also "hassling” people to get
things together.

Once as much of this as possible is completed, | collate
all evidence of the requirements. This is sent to Berks &
Bucks FA for a check and then on to the FA HQ for final
acceptance. Only then will we be able to place the
Charter Status motif on our website and all paperwork.

As you can see, us volunteers are kept extremely busy
and | will probably raise a glass or two when we
hopefully get approval in the coming months. If anyone
wishes to discuss anything related to this please do not
hesitate to get in touch with me and | will make time to
answer your questions.

Shane Wyatt

# $
$ %
#
& 1
(
%
(
)
2 >;
1 %2
34 5
"8
6 7
7 , 6
l#
$
8
|
8

! %2 !




; 2(.6>

At time of going to press, the Blue Team are 4th in Division 2 but
only 2 points behind the Division 2 leaders.

The team is playing really great football at the moment and are
unbeaten since Oct 12th 2007. They have recently beaten
Meadway 2 - O (top of Div 2 ) as well as "doing the double " over
Purley ( 2nd from top ) this season, winning2 - 1and 1 O.
Great effort boys & keep it going.

The Black Team are to be commended on their fighting spirit.
They keep going and are very motivated despite finding it tough
going in their league. On the bright side recent form has began to
improve with a 5 - 1 win over Reeves Rangers and 2 - 2 draw
against Dynamos (very unlucky not to win it as the Dynamos
equaliser was total fluke).

I'd like to extend a big thank you to Adam Fiske & Chris Morgan
for helping out with running the Black Team and collecting subs
on Sat mornings.

We plan to combine both Blue & Black teams into one U11 squad
this September and enter the U12 East Berks League. This will
mean playing up an age group.

So they will be in great shape Sept 2009 as they will stay in the
U12 league, will be in the correct age group but will have a year's
experience at playing 11 a side. | just need someone to explain
the offside rule to me so that | can explain it to the boys! Any
offers?

Regards

Liam O'Brien

EdrginalAnist
R productionrighls oatainable (rom
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OH FOR PETE'S SAKE SECRSGE, HE HASN'T EVEN SCORED YET!

(( 2;; : 2(
Keeping you up to date with the Committee — a who's
who of the team behind the scenes:

0 CHAIRMAN - Jackie Murphy
0 SECRETARY / TREASURER — Debs Wyatt

0  CHILD WELFARE OFFICER / KIT MANAGER /
U15 TEAM MANAGER — Shane Wyatt

0 FUNDRAISING TEAM — Tim Drake & Brendan
Crawford

0 PARENT VOICE - Ruth Graesser

0 WEBSITE MANAGER — Duncan Kendall

It goes without saying that as the Club gets bigger we
are always on the lookout for additional Committee
Members. If you have a passion for local football and
would like to donate some of your precious time then
don't hesitate to let us know.

Man of the Match presented by MD of CV Freight to David
White of the U15's after Reeves Rangers White v Hurst
Romans 22 March 2008
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The players despite the disruption caused by the we  ather
to matches and training have made great progress th is
season. The only times we have lost it has been dow  nto
the manager making too many changes and substitutes

The desire to get them playing Dutch total football , any
player, any position, anywhere on the pitch was som etimes
a step too far. Insisting they all use their left f oot only to
kick the ball and one hand tied behind their backs wasn’t
very conducive to the “beautiful game”. The looks o f
confusion on the players faces as | drew up on the
whiteboard at pitch side the Christmas tree formati on or
the double switch squeeze play, says it all. Thiso  ften
meant players ran into each other on the pitch due to the
“not so very special one” barking orders from the

touchline.

However, when we just played football and the playe rs
drifted to their natural positions we won most time s and
were very difficult to beat or score goals against. We won
our Christmas tournament, hurrah. | don’t want to s ingle
out any players as all have played well and progres  sed this
season. The one thing that | am particularly please  d about
is the way they approach the games before and after

Always smiling, win, lose or draw.

The other aspect that pleases is that they never gi  ve up,

whether they are 2 nil down or 5 nil up, they keep going,

never believing the cause is lost or the game iswo  n until
the final whistle.

However | will sign off and single out the parents. They are
a great help and support to the players and me. The vy
support positively and take up positions around the pitch
to help encourage the players and each in their own way
uniquely translate the coaches tactical instruction sto
“charge”, “get back”, “hoof it”, “somebody pleeease tackle
that player”. Yeah, right, and if you believe the p  arents are
as restrained as that in their vocal supporttheny  ou
probably still believe Manchester United has one fa  n living
in Manchester. Seriously, they have been fantastic in their
support of the players and team.

Well done the players and parents

“In the event that coaches are unavailable for
matches or training, they must appoint a
responsible adult who will abide by and maintain
the Hurst Romans FC Code of Conduct.”

| am delighted that word has got around that we have
spare boots for our players.

For those of you who don't know, we try to collect any
boots that are still in playable condition (& preferably clean)
once they have been outgrown. These can then be used by
younger players. As we all know football boots can cost a
lot of £ so this is a great alternative.

| can’t promise | have sizes every time but on the whole we
are able to kit out most children.

If you have boots that your child has outgrown, please
either hand to myself or your Manager. (I can generally be
found in Junior Playground of St Nicholas at end of day).

Equally just call or email me to see what I've got. | also try
to update the list on the website when | can so you get a
rough idea of what there is.

| have just had a run on sizes 1 & 2 — so if anyone has any
that are spare I'd be grateful.

Ruth
07917 650025/ 01189 341462

ruthgraesser@hotmail.com

www.hurstfc.org.uk  website
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HURST ROMANS U9 BLACK
WINTER SEASON REPORT

What a season! We finished 10" (out of 10, so bottom!) in the Hicks Division 3, but that
hides how well the boys and girl performed. They have progressed beyond our
expectations, played fairly and with determination and, crucially, never let their heads drop.

| often had positive comments on their attitude, skill and sense of fair play from other
managers, so they really have been a credit to the Club. Their reward was finally getting the
first win in February which | am sure they will remember forever.

The management philosophy has been to keep it simple — pass, tackle and mark, and the
team have taken that on board so that by the season end there was great shape to their
play and some brilliant moves that resulted in goals. We still have some way to go (few will
forget my increasingly desperate and loud shouts of “Hurst will you blooming well mark the
other team” as we got stuffed by Wrightchoice), but if we continue to progress as we have
and retain our team ethic, then next season will be awesome.

We have had too many different players on the team this season, but now it finally looks as
if we have a stable team to build on which will help us to improve. | have to mention all of
them briefly because of how proud they have made their parents and me:

- Harry — his goalkeeping astounds everybody watching — he did not get his skills from his
Dad.

- Tom — brilliant progress, watch out John Terry as he gets those tackles in.

- Owen — so consistent in any position and we hope that leg gets better soon.

- Thomas — we have definitely found the right position for him up front. Great goals.

- Sam — what a midfield scrapper. He puts in great tackles and never comes off the pitch
with clean knees.

- Sid — has shown great determination and attitude when we know how much winning
means to him, and brilliant passing vision.

- Kurt — we are so pleased to have him on the team. His vision and cool head is almost
premiership standard.

- Jamie — roll on next season so we can see what that left foot can really do.

- Abbie, Harrison, Levi, Ryan — thanks to them all.

Cheers to the back up team as every great team is nothing without them - lan Langer, Tim
Ryan, Lee Frost and Sam Langer.

Roll on next season.




